PRACTICE EXERCISE 1

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list supplied. Then write
your answers in the boxes provided on the next page. Each word can only be used ONCE. There
are FIVE words that you will not use. Item 0 is an example.

CAN THE NUMBER OF SMOKERSIN THE UK BE REDUCED TO ONE IN 10 BY 20207

Why arewe asking this now?

Yesterday the Government announced a 10-yeargyraadalve (0) the number of smokers from 21 per
cent to 10 per cent of the population by 2020. Tihatns persuading four of the eight million current
smokers to give up, or avoid starting, the hablite iumber has fallen by a quarter in the last decen
337,000 stopped in the last year. (Lhlsyduccess, ministers are determined to followitih a
series of new measures that will make smokingdésactive.

Maybe it is (2) to the renowned Englighsseof reserve but why is it always the non-smoker,
the one who has committed no intrusion that haguietly get up and move when someone next to them
lights up? For years (3) non-smokers hadeto endure the unpleasant inhaling of stalereitga

smoke or coming home smelling like the inside afirdy ash tray and for those people that have tokwo
under these conditions, in bars or restaurantssitbation is even more exacerbated, as they haescape.

How will thetar get be achieved?

(4) general astonishment, the 2007 law (5) smoking in public places was
(6) with hardly a murmur of protest. Ministers héeghred outbreaks of civil disobedience, in pubs, as
smokers found themselves unable to enjoy a cigdfie tlveir pint unless they were prepared to brdnee t
weather outside. Having (7) that hurdimjsters now want to take the ban a stage furthiey —
removing smokers from the entrances to buildings.

What other measures are planned?

Those scary pictures of lungs riddled with cantet thave recently been emblazoned (8)
cigarette packets may disappear. In their placé lvél — plain brown paper. Ministers are considering
(9) all cigarettes of their distinctiveckeging to reduce their appeal. The use of tobaeoaling
machines may also be banned. A crackdown on chbeip cigarettes will see extra customs officers
deployed overseas to (10) the smugglintplmdcco. (11), there will be extra NHS
support for those who want to quit.

Why should any of this discourage smoker s?

Because most smokers would like to stop. Severobi® say they want to give up. The Government
has (12) that every smoker, no matter Velval (13) addiction is, will be ableget
help from the NHS if requested. It acknowledges$ siosane smokers need longer-term support and tresatme
but it says that is better than continuing to smoke

How much damage does tobacco do?

Smoking kills half of (14) lifelong smokeiThe toll from tobacco was 227 people a day in
England in 2007 — equivalent to an airliner craghavery 24 hours — and caused 1,200 daily hospital
admissions. That is (15) the huge fadinmoking in recent decades. A quarter of the patibad

cancer, with the remainder divided between headt @spiratory conditions. The cost to the NHS was
£2.7bn.



Does everybody agree?

Deborah Arnott of Action on Smoking and Health sdidse measures provided a solid foundation but
there were still gaps which left people, especietiydren, (16) risk from second hand smok

Christopher Ogden, chief executive of the Tobac@niacturer's Association said: The plans will do
nothing to (17) public health policy otides but will instead impose further unwarranted
restrictions on legitimate businesses and privititzeas alike.

(18) there any good news?

Yes. Smoking has been declining for 50 years. tdigsres show 21 per cent of adults smoked, down
from 39 per cent in 1980 and from 80 per cent (agrmoen) in the 1950s. Over the past decade, smdldag
fallen a fifth among adults (19) smokimgoag 11-15 year olds has halved. There are now 2.1
million fewer smokers than 10 years ago and this fe@luced the cost to the NHS (20) nearly
£380 million pounds a year. Deaths are declinisgnare people give up, or never start. Deaths amend.4
per cent since 2001. The UK’s ultimate goal isuocgssfully stamp out smoking once and for all.
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 2

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

WHY DO WE TRAVEL?

It has long been said that travetoadens (0) the mind. Now new (1)
suggests that jumping on a plane will not only mgka smarter, but more open-minded
and creative.

It's 4.15 in the morning and my alarm clock had gtelen away a lovely dream. My
eyes are open but my pupils are still closed, $d sée is gauzy darkness. For a brief
moment, | manage to convince myself that my wakefs$ is a mistake, and that | can
safely go back to sleep. But then | roll 2) énd see my zippered suitcase. |

(3) out a sleepy groan: I'm going to tinpaat.

The taxi is late. (4) should be an adjedth synonym of sober, (5)
worse) to describe the state of mind that comes freaiting in the orange glare of a
streetlight before drinking a cup of coffee. Ancenhthe taxi gets lost. And then | get
nervous, because my flight leaves in an hour. A twe're here, and I'm hurtled into the
harsh incandescence of Terminal B, running withitcase so | can wait in a long security
line. My belt buckle (6) off the metal etgbr, my 120ml (7) of
deodorant is confiscated, and my left sock hagpangahole.

And then | get to the gate. By now you can probajlgss the punchline of this very
banal story: my flight has been cancelled. | wal b (8) in this terminal for the
next 218 minutes, my only consolation a cup of@a# and a McGriddle sandwich. And
then | will miss my connecting flight and wait, andifferent city, with the same menu, for
another plane. And then, 14 hours (9pé&lthere.

Why do we travel? It's not the flying | mind — | lvalways be awed by the
(10) that gets a fat metal bird into the upper dsgghere. The rest of the (11),
however, can feel like a tedious lesson in theaflsnodernity, from the pre-dawn X-ray
(12) to the sad airport malls peddlingpgyasouvenirs. It's globalisation in a
(13), and it sucks.

And (14) here we are, herded in ever greatmbers on to planes that

(15) the same size. Sometimes we traweuse we have to. Because in this

digital age there is still something important abtie analogue handshake. Or eating
Mum’s turkey at Christmas.

But most travel isn’t non-negotiable. (In 2008 o@§% of trips over 50 miles were
made for business.) Instead we travel because wetaa (16) the annoyances of
the airport are outweighed by the visceral thrilbeing someplace new. Because work is
stressful and our blood pressure is (rhigh and we need a vacation. Because
home is (18). Because the flights wersabm Because New York is New York.



Travel, in other words, is a basic human desire’ré\& migratory species, even if our
migrations are powered by jet fuel and Chicken Mgtjets. But here’s my question: is this
collective urge to travel — to put some distandsvben ourselves and everything we know
—still a (19) compulsion? Or is it like ttaste (20) saturated fat: one
of those instincts we should have left behind | Bteistocene epoch? Because if travel is

just about fun, then | think the new security measuat airports have killed it.

AFTER JOURNEY STAY
ALREADY LATER STICK
BECAUSE LET STUCK
BORING NUTSHELL THERE
BROADENS ONLY TRAVEL
DESPITE OVER WAY
EVIDENCE PHYSICS WORTHWHILE
FOR SCREENING YET
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Write your answers here:
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 3

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

FEEL THE FORCE!

|ll

"May (0) the force be with you

The most recent census of the British populatioreated that the fourth-
(1) religion in Britain — with 390,000 followersis Jediism. That is Jediism as in the fifiar
Wars. When | first heard this, | thought it must be sokmed of joke, and indeed on closer

inspection (2) revealed that thedighad been inflated by the circulation of a

(3) e-mail, which claimed that if 1@ @®ople identified themselves as Jedis on

the census (4), the “faith” would Ifiiecially recognised as a legal religion.

However, (5) a search on the Intenmevers over 35,000 hits and several of

the sites dedicated to “believers” seem to beyfaierious. One of them, for example, states that

“many religions started with a scripture. Jedi’'stju (6) to be written on a

script of celluloid. Like all religions, we shoul judging it on (7) merits and

relevance to our own lives rather than by the mmdiy which it is conveyed.”

For others Jeidiism sounds more liketar War-ish form of Taoism than a separate

belief system. These are not far wiign they think so. In fact, the director and

writer George Lucas used a mixture of ancient amgap myths to create his new fictional

religion. (9) this has been actullypted by some people is perhaps not that

surprising, as a similar kind of pick ‘n’ (10) belief system appears to be becoming

increasingly prevalent. People pick and choose caspef different religions and customs.

(11) many people still like to betisap, get married (12)
church and have a religious funeral with prayeis aymns, relatively few (23)
bother to attend church on any kind of regular dasexcept for a nice sing- (14)
at the Christmas carol service. Furthermore, antbege people you're (15) to

find a few who dabble in a bit of meditation anddBhism or have environmental beliefs that

verge (16) animism!

It may also seem ironic that a science fiction fiémould spawn this kind of anti-
scientific thinking, but again this kind of confasiis everywhere. Churchgoing in Britain has

been in decline (17) in part torigee of science and technology, and yet at




the very same time there has been an explosiomterest in all kinds of beliefs which have, at

(18), only a tenuous scientific batking large amounts of vitamin

supplements to stave off colds, carrying crystalddost your confidence, having horoscope

readings (19), feng shuiing your égobelieving in crop circles and alien

abductions, to name but a few. It seems as if wasi need some kind of faith as humans.

Feeling bereft and lost without a religion, manyntuo the (20) more

commercial battery of self-help books which prontisétransform your life”. While many of

these use pseudoscientific language, you nevesthaleed faith to believe they really will

work.

ACTUALLY HAPPENED MIX
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Write your answers here:
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 4

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

The generation of Windsors who emerged stiffly intwy clothes at the end of their

austerity cruise in the Western Isles last weekewepgardedas (0) quaint, but the Royal

Family is evidently a model for the future. (1) is a doughty matriarch of 84,
working full time and supporting many (2); a son kept out of a job because
there is no longer a retirement age to create a (3); anxiety about members of
the extended family who are on (Agestax-payers’ tolerance of subsidy is

(5) low; a young prince who keepswgyo push back his wedding day

because the (6) of 27 years beingestogV2 years or so of married life is
hard to (7).

Most of the discussion about an increase in life (8) has been about
work and pensions. There is not enough in (9) our own or national pension
pots to pay for extended retirement, so we aregytwnhave to work (20).
The Prime Minister suggested last week that 80 avasore realistic retirement age. But
there is a deeper question than how we shall madte e (11), which is whether
we begin to live our lives differently once we egpt have an extra 20 years.

(12), we must learn another rhythm, a longer petsge There is suddenly a multitude of

possibilities and (13) reasons for regyat time can be regained.

For generations, women churned out six children tbgir twenties. Now,

responding to a different time frame and in anabere many women regard their bodies

as their (14), they wait until theiirtihs. The tensions of working
motherhood will evaporate (15) womenmt statering the job market post
children. Perhaps we shall achieve a work/life heda (16) spending 16 years

raising children and then 50 years at work.

If we are going to live to Old Testament ages, &e eke out the landmarks of our
life, or (17) repeat them or, most wously, believe that life has a third act.
(18) we should be looking to, of cousse unexplored horizons. The great

accomplishment we will (19) have torldarpatience. The third act may be a



reprise of the (20), but who says wet eaite in a crescendo? In the new
world, forties is late adolescence, 60 is middle.dgven in our nineties, we need not be

skeletal and enfeebled: we can be PD James.

© Sarah Sands, 7The Independent on Sunday, 8 Aug 2010.
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Write your answers here:
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PRACTICE EXERCISE B

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are FOUR words that you will not
use. Item 0 is an example.

“There are four tongueworthy (0) of the world’s use,” says the Talmud: “Greek §ong,

Latin for war, Syriac for lamentation, and Hebrew brdinary (1).” Other

authorities have been no less decided in theirmeddg onwhat different languages are good
for. The Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, master ofes@l European tongues, professed to

(2)"Spanish to God, Italian to womérgnch to men, and German to my

horse “The American Ralph Waldo Emerson summed it alirufp844. In short, “the genius of

a nation is nowhere better revealed than in thaipgpomy of its speech.”

A nation’s language, (3) we are oftéa, reflects its culture, psyche, and
modes of thought. Peoples in tropical climes artagbback (4) is no wonder
they let most of their consonants fall by the wdgsiAnd one needs (5)

compare the mellow sounds of Portuguese with thiehihhass of Spanish to understand the
quintessential difference between these two neigtibg cultures. The grammar of some
languages is simply not logical enough to expressplex ideas. German, on the other hand, as

a particularly (6) language, is aalidehicle for formulating the most precise

philosophical profundities, (7) isywthe Germans have (8)

humourlesaninds. Some languages don't have a future tensthesospeakers naturally have

no (9) of the future. The Babylonmansild have been hard-

(10) to understan@rime and Punishment, because their language used one and the same word
to describe both of these concepts. French is mgtaoRomance language but the language of

romance par excellence. English is an adaptable, or (11) promiscuous

language, and Italian—ah, Italian!

Many a dinner table conversation is embellishedsiogh vignettes, (12) few

subjects lend themselves more readily to disqaisithan the character of different languages

and their speakers. (13) most foeesgnannot hear the difference between

rugged Norwegian and the endless plains of Swedisl. if Germans (14)

have systematic minds, this is just as (15) to be because their exceedingly

erratic mother tongue has exhausted their braiapacity to cope with any
(16) irregularity. English speakers can (17) lengthy conversations about

forthcoming events wholly in the present tense (fiying to Vancouver next week ...) without



any detectable loosening in their grip on the cpte®f futurity. No language — not even

(18) of the most “primitive” tribes s-inherently unsuitabléor expressing

the most complex ideas. Any shortcomings in a laggts ability to philosophize simply boil

down to the (19) of some specialatestract vocabulary and perhaps a few

syntactic constructions, but (20) can easily be borrowed, just as all European

languages pinchedheir verbal philosophical tool kit from Latin, wdf in turn lifted it

wholesale from Greek.

DO LIKELY THAT
EVEN MUCH THESE
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 6

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

ABORTION AND THE LAW: SAFE, LEGAL AND FALLING
Restrictive (0) laws do not reduce abortion.

When Catholic clergy or “pro-life” politicians arguhat abortion laws should be tightened,

they do (1) in the belief that this waitluce the number of terminations. Yet
the largest global study of abortion uf@ertaken casts doubt on that simple
proposition. (3) abortions, the stualysshas little effect on the number of

pregnancies terminated. Rather, it drives womesetek illegal, often unsafe backstreet
abortions (4) to an estimated 67,@@@hd a year. A (5) 5m
women require hospital treatment as a result affeat procedures.

In Africa and Asia, where abortion is generallyheitillegal or restricted, the abortion rate
in 2003 (the (6) year for which figures available) was 29 per 1,000 women
aged 15-44. This is almost identical to the rat&umope — 28 — where legal abortions are

(7) available. Latin America, whicls Bame of the world’s most restrictive

abortion laws, is the region with the highest abarrate — 31, (8) western
Europe, which has some of the most liberal laws,tha lowest. The study,

(9) out by the Guttmacher Institute in New Yorkdallaboration with the World Health

Organisation (WHO) and published in a British madjournal, the_ancet,

(10) that most abortions occur in developing caast~ 35m a year, (11)

with just 7m in rich countries. But this was langel reflection of population size. A

woman’s (12) of having an abortiomsimilar (13) she

lives in a rich country (26 per 1,000) or a poonoddle-income one (29 per 1,000).

Lest it be (14) that these sweepingremmtal numbers hide as much as they
reveal, the same point can be made by looking at (15) countries which have
changed their laws. Between 1995 and 2005, whilenafons liberalised abortion
legislation, three (16) restrictiombe number of induced abortions
(17) declined from nearly 46m in 18982m in 2003, (18)
in a fall in the worldwide abortion rate from 3528. The most dramatic drop — from 90 to




44 — was in (19) communist Easteroggyrwhere abortion is generally

legal, safe and cheap. This coincided with a bagease in contraceptive use in the region

which (20) has the world’s highestritdn rate, with more terminations

than live births.

© The Economist October 207 2007
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 7

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

One of the great things about living in Americahsat you get to come back to Britain as a
tourist. When we do, Judy and | have a very todbistird (0) experience. We love places like
the Northumberland coast and towns such as Ludtatheovillage of Abbey Dore. They might
be clichés, but they are very real and it's notrthe (1) that they are pretty and
wonderful.

We visited Northumberland and we liked it so muahwent again the following year. Then a
strange thing happened. | finally met my real fatheho was a Canadian airman — | was a
classic war baby- and he told me that our familg bace owned Bamburgh, from the 6th
century to 1016. | met the (2) owneusahbwve years ago and told him it had been

(3) from us and if he had a shred of (4), he'd return it at once. He
asked me if I'd like to see the heating bills amtétided he could keep it.

I (5) travel to explore the locationstfee books. | went to India to research the
three Sharpe novels that are set there. | wadle dipprehensive. | don't like hot places. My

wife (6). We arrive somewhere where40%C and 100% humidity and she will
say, “This is pleasant”, while I'm (We go to Nova Scotia and | will take my
jacket off and say, “This is bracing”, while shéepithe layers (8).

But India was so wonderful. Gawilghur, in centradlig, is pretty hard to reach, but

(9) the effort. It's a fantastic fortress on a @o&ous hill, completely deserted and

(10), with monkeys chasing around. There was a_22ft (11) lying there, too heavy to
move. It's quite an effort to climb the hill in theat- you marvel (12) how the hell
the British soldiers in their wool coats and cargyimuskets could charge up the slope while
people were trying to kill them.

| think my favourite holiday was crossing the Atianin a friend’s 38ft ketch*. Judy doesn’t
like (13) saying that, she wonders How i (14) have been my favourite
without her. She sometimes wishes she had beee, thet then | remind her that the lavatory
broke and we had to use the same as Columbus (15) — an en-suite bucket — and
she’s sort of glad she missed it.

It was something | had always wanted to do, arftttalone on a totally calm sea at sunrise was
everything I'd hoped (16). In a way, ylmn't want it to end — | found | almost
(17) the sight of land, because it mesahtiife was going to intrude.

Travelling Americans often think every minute hasbie filled with something educational.
There is always a gallery, a museum, a churchima rlove Italy and my ideal is to find a nice
restaurant and order a good lunch and a bottleird.viMy friends (18), go off to



the Uffizi with 50,000 other people. They get bk, grumpy and sweaty but feel very moral
and worthy. | feel neither, but very content andxed.

We also go to Ireland a lot. Belfast is a beguilaity, with fantastic people. But |

(19) the English disease and fell in love withdrel as a whole. | think I'm rarely happier than
standing on the cliff edge at Donegal 0) e rain comes in off the Atlantic. Wild,
cold and beautiful. Judy would rather be in a saar€uala Lumpur, but I'm in my element.

*Kketch: a sailing boat with two masts

AT DOES OVERGROWN
BOARD FAULT RESENTED
CANNON FOR STOLEN
CAUGHT FREEZING TO

COULD ME WE
CURRENT MEANWHILE WHILE
DECENCY MELTING WORTH

DID MISSED YES

DO ON
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 8

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are FOUR words that you will not
use. Item 0 is an example.

THE INTERNET MOUSETRAP

Mousetraps work because mice generally establisbdxseeking route within ten feet of where

they are. Place a trap in its vicinity, aoHances (0) are very good that you'll catch your
mouse.

Most of us are pretty (1) in oundiailes: we do the same thing over and over
again. Likewise, our Internet habits are hard to (2). But varying your path
online (3) increases your likelihobdncountering new ideas and people. Just
by (4) your interests in new direxjo/ou enlarge your sense of the world.
Going off the (5) track is scary iegt,f but the experiences make us feel
human.

(6), the code at the heart of thelnenet looks at what you seem to like and
tries to extrapolate, constantly creating and nefjra new (7) of who you are.
Left to their own devices, these filters serve upkiad of invisible autopropaganda,

(8) less room for the chance encrutitat bring insight and

(9).

Online filters are more or less unavoidable, antingp (10) entirely is not a
particularly viable route for most of us. A better (11) is to choose to use sites
that give users more control (12) thamiv filters work and how they use your

personal information.

For example, consider the difference between Twdttel Facebook. Twitter is less susceptible
to what we may call “the tyranny of the defaults,iais based on a thin (13) of
regulation: unless you (14) out afrywway to lock your account, everything
you do is public to everyone. In short, it makes (15) pretty straightforward to
manage your filter. In (16), the gullkat govern Facebook’s information
universe are maddeningly opaque, so you may hdferatit types of content
(17) up at different rates.

There’s great power in setting the default optianjch can be clearly illustrated with real
statistics on organ donation rates in differentntoes. In England the rates hover around 10 to
15 percent, but in France they are in the high ®sy? In the first country, you have to tick a
box for your organs (18) be dondtethe second, you have to state that you
(19) give permission. If we will (20) defaults determine the
fate of friends who need lungs and heatrts, it isvoader we don’t worry about how we share
information.




APPROACH
BEATEN

BREAK
CHANGES
COMPARISON
DRAMATICALLY
GET

GO

HARDLY
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LEARNING
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ouT
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THEORY
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WILL

WITH
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 9

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

David Camerorappeased the nation’s eurosceptics recently by saying thatoane point
in the next parliament (1) might possitdya referendum on whether Britain
stayed in the European Union.

Isolationism is very popular at the moment. Nott justh middle England but with the
Scotch, too, and the Corns — everyone. If you geaple in Leicester the chance to form
their own government and their own state, | bet oy money a majority would say, “Ooh,
yes 2).”

Certainly the idea of Chipping Norton breaking ffemm Westminster and Brussels is very

(3). There is little crime, so we wouldmted a police force. Or an army. Many
people own guns, so we’d easily be able to hold out (4) we be attacked by Stow-
on-the-Wold. We have meat, trout and vegetablesl vwea have wind for power. Taxes
would be very low, (5) we would only rgaileed a school, two doctors and the
fire station. And we could introduce some new laelevant to our way of life. We could
make (6) illegal to own a badger. Beljing would be outlawed, too, along with
motorcycles. On the face of it, then, life wouldgsachy.

To understand where all of this might end, you needo back to the 1850s in

(7) at the time was known as “darkest Africa”. Biit explorers stumbled on a tribe living

on the tranquil northern shores of Lake Victoriaople had been living there for tens of
thousands of years, assuming that they were thepadple on earth. They had never met
anyone from another tribe, let (8) an Avah white man. And it was interesting

to see how their society had developed.

They had not invented the wheel or the plough.tBey had invented beer. And they could

carry it around in vessels woven (9) freeds. They also had fine cloth and
knew to wash their hands in the lake before eafiingy had also come up (20)
extreme violence. Whenever a child made too muekenover lunch, it (11) be

beheaded. Beheading was their society’s 2) oflthe thinking corner. It was also a
cure for snoring, nagging or looking at someona fanny way.

Now remember, this was the middle of the 19th agmtu (13) in the world there
were steam engines and ladies with parasols takiagn the park. People in Louisiana
drank tea from Ceylon. And yet in the middle o&lt was a civilization in (14)
you could be beheaded for talking with your mouth What stopped it was the arrival of
other people. People who said, “Yes, cutting yoaughter's head (15) is
certainly a way of teaching her not to use herdnsgat meal times. But have you tried a
stern word? Or a smacked bottom, because wher@nmve from that works quite well.

This argument is still (16) today. Whatyda think stops American police forces
waterboarding pretty much everyone they take intstady? The answer has nothing to

(17) with the inner goodness of man’s.shigl the sure-fire knowledge that
other people are watching.



Most governments in the civilized world are (18) bound by checks and balances
to ensure they don’t do something idiotic. And wheg those checks and balances? They
usually have (19) names but, actually, &heboil down to the same thing: other
people.

We need to be in Europe, to trade with the Gernaauasholiday in France. We need to be
Spain’s checks and Sweden’s balances. For the (20) of decency and the
advancement of science, we need to share ideasyipromise, to be a team. We need to
look after one another.

ALONE T SYNONYMOUS
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 10

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

Cars will soon (0) be () linked into wireless netkgathat they will be
like giant rolling smartphones — with calling syst® streaming video, cameras and
applications (2) of processing the ecgmented trove of data that

vehicles will produce about themselves and the msmaho drive them. The battle
(3) who can access all this data @swdward undercurrent amid recent
announcements by car manufacturers advertisingrie®i vehicle systems.

Low on fuel? Soon a petrol station app may knowoteefyou do Ready for a lunch

break? Your car can make a reasonable 4) baged on the hour. This savvy
software may soon use additional detail, — such as (5) the person in the
back seat is watching a Disney film —, in decidiagffer an advertisement featuring a
Happy Meal and (6) to the nearest Mealdian

In the US, newsafety rules will require all new cars (7) 2014 to come
equipped with so-called “black boxes” to save viehimformation from the final
seconds before and after crashes. o(B¢ vehicle computer systems

already on the road offer the potential for momitgrdriver behaviour to a far greater
extent than black boxes do.

In 2017, more than 60% of vehicles worldwide miglet connected directly to the

internet, up from 11% last year. In North Amerigad a&Europe, (9) is
likely to reach 80%. Indeed, cars have long (10) data to monitor safety
and performance. But their newfound connectivityyma (11) a range of

parties — car manufacturers, software developerhaps even police officers — access
to more such information, privacy advocates saym& insurers already monitor
driving behaviour in exchange (12)alisted rates.)

According to John Ellis, a Ford technologist whomd@strated some of the new
systems at the company’s (13) at thdilMoNorld Congress in

Barcelona “the technology is advancing so (14) faster than legislation...
What can governments do? What can you do?” (15) issues go beyond
vehicles.

Ford’s internet system relies on a user’'s smartpltonconnect with wireless services.
This integration means that some vehicle data cammiade (16) to
developers through an open internet platform. Tkies privacy policies of app makers
will govern how an individual’'s personal informatiaccan be used. Ellis said: “We
assume that you’re comfortable with ) pblicy that app has.”




A PR executive from General Motors said one possibl (18) would alert
owners by text message if their cars are bumpdudto©Owners might then be able to
activate the exterior cameras for immediate vise@bnnaissance.

He added that they would protect customers’ priyaayen (19) the
volume of data increases: “We have that data. Wasenot prepared to
(20) it to third parties.” But experts claim thatthe absence of strong national privacy
laws, valuable information will often leak out.
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 11

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list supplied.
Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page. Each word can only
be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use. Item 0O is an example.

Sainsbury’s Christmas ad is a dangerous and disrespectful masterpiece

There (0) is no disputing that the ad is, on its owmigr a masterpiece. The cinematography is

breathtaking. The simple narrative, built arouné thmear-mythical Christmas truce between the
trenches of 1914, has just the right blend of pangy and sentimentality. So why does it leave me

feeling so unsettled, so uncomfortable, even anmawuseous?

Perhaps the greatest cliché about the First Worlak V8 that nobody (1) really
understood what it was (2) about, or ivmappened. (3) in the trenches
never understood what they were giving their lifels beyond a vague commitment to king and
country. The sheer futility of the slaughter is whaakes the recounting of this cautionary

(4) so heartbreaking to this day.

Of course many film-makers and writers have madegooney from representing the horrors of war.
But there is a (5) difference, | wosldjgest, between selling war as a product, and

using it as a (6) to another end.

In helping to launch the ad today, an Army offipeaised the film’s historical accuracy.

(7) true can this be? While there were certainly (8) conditions on the frontline from place

to place and year to year, reading contemporarguats from (9) side of the trenches, in
the poetry of Owen or the prose of Remarque, thaildethat (20) in the mind are

horrific. (11) in the new advert do we the blood and entrails, the vomit and faeces, th
rats feasting on body parts. The response mightwedl they can (12) put that in a

Christmas advert can they?” and that would be Wieich is why the scene is (13)
inappropriate for a Christmas advert in the first (14).

The trench warfare of 1914-18 sits near the topheflist of man-made horrors: (15)

close to 40 million young men were Killed, lostroutilated in the First World War. Although it has
recently slipped out of the range of ) (@émory, it remains an iconic scar. Like the Nazi

Holocaust or the dropping of atomic bombs on Jajpan (17) on as a vivid phantom in our

culture, a constant reminder of our capacity ttidhnfncomprehensible degrees of (18)

upon innocent individuals. That's why we shouldanetthose deaths with respect and a degree of



reverence. Would we (19) an advert @dxtstmas showing a touching little scene
between a Jewish child and a disabled child in Aw#tz, swapping gifts for Christmas and Hanukah
on their way to the gas chambers? | would hope yweit) (20) to see any great moral

difference.

Exploiting the First World War for commercial gais tasteless. The film-makers here have done
something to that war which is perhaps the mosgeiaus and disrespectful act of all: they have

made it beautiful.
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 12

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

Forget the anxiety over presents and whether theyuwill be cooked. If there is one thing |
dread (0) at Christmas, it is the human tragicomedyhef telatives: wildly disparate human

specimens, linked by accident of birth or marriagaying to keep up a polite conversation
(1) the Brussels sprouts and mince pies.

(2) my lIrish brother-in-law, Tarquin. Avédy man, but polite conversation? He
doesn’'t do conversation, (3) alone pdican no more make small talk
(4) he can slide down a chimney. He doesn’t feeligbinas lunch has started until he has
muscled up a good argument, preferably about ogligiypically, he will bide his
(5), wait until everyone has been served, then dobhand grenade into the conversation.
(6), last year, Tarquin’s opening gamlaswOf course anyone who thinks the son
of God was born in a stable in Bethlehem needs (7) head examined”.

My mother pretended not to hear. My aunt askedloifdanyone wanted more bread sauce.
My sister (8) daggers at her husband dnicik started kicking him under the table.
Tarquin looked aggrieved, took a gulp of claregnth (9). “Of course, | am not saying
there were no stables in Bethlehem, or that a yaumman called Mary...” My daughter, who
is studying theology at Oxford, rose (ttOY)he bait. “How can you be so cynical?
What if..."”At this point, like every year, Tarquin (11) grin. He has got his argument.
And this is Christmas lunch done and dusted fottaro/ear.

Similar scenes unfold in every household in thelldtis stress in its purest form. Members of

the same family often share a surname and not much (12). They are closer to their
friends than they are to their relatives. And awilfia ties are loosened by divorce and one
celebration becomes a string of family Christmaises, (13) wonder that nerves start

to fray? The season of good will can turn intoskason of bad will quicker than it takes to pull
a cracker.

As a (14) 1 know from experience that kegpveryone happy is a nightmare. | feel
obliged to make an effort because that is thetspirChristmas. Everyone has to be included.
But it is a much harder trick to pull (1) semi in the suburbs than in a stable in
Bethlehem. Good intentions often fail in a morasadministrative detail. How many labellers
of presents (16) to remember how thehtgigar-old niece spells her name? Or even
what her name is? How many carnivorous hostessasdspecember fretting what they are
going to give their vegetarian relatives on theinaal pilgrimage to their homes?

One of my most (17) remembered Christmessgsred my late aunt Victoria, a
woman with the rectitude of her namesake. It hashb®mmoured that she had been writing a
novel, but none of us (18) believed iedltone Christmas, as we were all slumped

on the sofa after lunch, it appeared — a 300-pgugstript that she fished from the depths of her
handbag. | started to read, curious. The first pe@e so racy and contemporary that | could not
stop giggling. The book was so deliciously out of (19). It made me look at my aunt in
a totally new light. (20) for Christmagl dhe rituals of Christmas, | would probably
never have seen her hidden depths.



So, as you lie awake at night worrying about what wre going to talk to uncle Ron about,
remember he may not be as boring as he seems. éghavhy to survive your relatives is to
learn to appreciate them. Yes, really.
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 13

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

The modern washing machine has a dozen or morescytht no one has ever used. The “baby
cycle”, for example, oguoting (0) from a variety of machines, the “duvet”, “stgr “bed and
bath”, “reduced creases” “allergy” and “freshen gptles.

The washing machine is (1) alone in dilsour appliances have learned new tricks.
Posh kettles heat our water to a choice of tempeysittumble dryers offer a variety of “dryness
levels” and even fairly basic toasters now (2) boast a “bagel function”. At the top end
of the market you can now buy a fridge with a builtradio and voice recorder, 3)
that we’'ve reached the stage of combining functemtgely arbitrarily. It has all become a little

—C)

Function inflation or “setting creep” — both of (5) are names I've just made up —is
not confined to the kitchen. We can see it in @mmputers and cars, our phones and televisions,
and, in its (6) form, in a top-of-the-rar§wiss Army knife, complete with a “fish
scaler”, a “chisel” and a “pressurised ballpoint’peBut is the surreal image of a war fought
using descaled fish in Switzerland really progré8sare all these settings (7) getting
in our way?

“Fundamentally” says David Mattin, lead strategistrendwatching.com, “function inflation is
one consequence of the (8) increasinguomersthirst for the new (new products,
services, brands, and yes, new functionality amatlufes), and the way brands and businesses
typically respond to that thirst.”

“Throwing more functions and features on to an mt$alty standard product is one easy way
(9) brands to serve the consumer demamk¥e, more, and better. It allows them to

constantly iterate and essentially relaunch theesproduct with new features, and

(10) that the product is new.”

And, in the kitchen at least, things are movingitdel too fast, and rampant function
hyperinflation has left many of us staring, uncoetyanding, (11) a washing machine
with more cycles than we have outfits to wash.

In theory, all (12) functions must be spomse to consumer demand: if a washing
machine has a “freshen up” cycle, it is because fiocus group somewhere at least a couple of
people piped up: “I want my clothes fresher, but oeaned”. And (13) these

demanding shoppers are in fact a small minoritgeaech shows that 70% of people use the
same wash cycle every time, and nearly half ofragat off by complex multi-setting controls.
What consumers want is convenience and simpliéifyen industry (14) into trouble
iIs when they add these extra functions and consujust get perplexed (15) to how
actually use them.

(16) Apple’s app store is now a fast-mguoastion of user-controlled function
inflation, the iPhone and iPad’s predecessor béifas a reaction against it. “The iPod”, says
Mattin, “is a now-legendary example of a tech pidhat was beautiful in its 7).
Compare earlier MP3 players, laden with variougdng and switches and features, with the
iPod’s click wheel”.



“There is good evidence”, he argues, “that the mimlece rewards designers who edit a
product down until it does just what it 8)(land no more. But it takes designers of
genius. Mediocre designers just throw more funetiiphat consumers and see what sticks”.

Perhaps, then, despite the current Ho)deal household gadget of the future may
one day sport a single, simple button marked “8uost stuff out for me, (20) you?".
The machines can work out for themselves whendf,eve merely want our clothes freshened

up.
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PRACTICE EXERCISE 14

Read the text and complete each blank with ONE suitable word from the list
supplied. Then write your answers in the boxes provided on the next page.
Each word can only be used ONCE. There are EIVE words that you will not use.
Item O is an example.

Artificial intelligence: clever friend or cunning foe?

In 1900, 40% of the US labour force worked in agtiore. In 1960, after the process of
mechanization, théigure (0) was a few per cent. And yet most people héad,jo

(1) the nature of the jobs had changed. Peopletedidi@cause humans have cognitive skills —
we can learn to do new things. However, that mightt always be the (2) as
machines get smarter and smarter. The combinafiakmtics and artificial intelligence is
advancing quickly, but how much impact will it hame jobs, and on society?

Carl Benedikt Frey, technology and employment exgieresn’t like to be labelled a “doomsday
predictor”. He points out that even g@ne jobs are being replaced, new ones
spring up that focus more on services and interactvith and between people. “The

(4)-growing occupations are all rela®dservices, like Zumba instructor and
personal trainer.”

Robotisation has reduced the number of working fio@eded to make things; but at the same
time as workers have been laid off from productiores, new jobs have been created

(5), many of them more creative anddesg So (6), fears of mass
layoffs as the machines take (7) haweepralmost as (8) as those
that have always accompanied other great techrualblgiaps forward.

In the future, we may have to figure out how telid an economy of radical abundance, where

machines do everything, and we have plenty of teisune. (9), we might be part

of the way there (10); is a dance f#nm@e®gramme like Zumba anything more

than adult play? But a (11) lifestyloaheans you have to think about a universal
income — some kind of basic, (12) stapport.

There are important objections to this reassuriigjupe, however. On the one hand, the
potential for automation is expanding — but tecbggldoesn’t create as many new jobs now
compared to the past. In the 1980s in the US, &P%e (13) were employed in
new technologies introduced in that decade. Fofutuee, Oxford scholars Frey and Osborne’s
(14) is just 0.5%. There will be peaopl® own the Al*, and (15)
own everything else. Which means Homo sapiens hwill (16) into a handful of
‘gods’, and then the rest of us. The rise of thel@es may generate huge economic benefits;
but (17) it is carefully managed, thgmi@s may be captured by shareholders. The
relatively low-skilled factory workers who have bedisplaced by robots are (18)
the same people who land up as app developers alys#és) and technological progress is
already being blamed for exacerbating inequalégying some groups out in the
(29).

Perhaps the biggest problem is that there has $®dttle examination of the social effects of
Al. And technology moves fast; it's hard enoughufigg out what happened in the past, let
(20) what the future will bring.

*Al: Artificial Intelligence
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